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In 1971, French jazz critics Philippe Carles and Jean-Louis Comolli co-wrote Free Jazz/Black Power, a
treatise on the racial and political implications of jazz and jazz criticism. It remains a testimony to the long
ignored encounter of radical African American music and French left-wing criticism. Carles and Comolli set
out to defend a genre vilified by jazz critics on both sides of the Atlantic by exposing the new sound’s ties to
African American culture, history, and the political struggle that was raging in the early 1970s. The two
offered a political and cultural history of black presence in the United States to shed more light on the
dubious role played by jazz criticism in racial oppression.

This analysis of jazz criticism and its production is astutely self-aware. It critiques the critics, building a
work of cultural studies in a time and place where the practice was virtually unknown. The authors reached
radical conclusions—free jazz was a revolutionary reaction against white domination, was the musical
counterpart to the Black Power movement, and was a music that demanded a similar political commitment.
The impact of this book is difficult to overstate, as it made readers reconsider their response to African
American music. In some cases it changed the way musicians thought about and played jazz. Free Jazz /
Black Power remains indispensable to the study of the relation of American free jazz to European audiences,
critics, and artists. This monumental critique caught the spirit of its time and also realigned that zeitgeist.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Palmer:

The book Free Jazz/Black Power (American Made Music Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Free Jazz/Black Power (American Made Music Series) to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a guide Free Jazz/Black Power (American Made Music
Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Alice Walker:

The book untitled Free Jazz/Black Power (American Made Music Series) is the book that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did
a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Free Jazz/Black Power (American Made Music Series)
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Stephen Porter:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a guide. The book Free Jazz/Black Power (American Made Music Series) it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers
high quality.

Brenda Cornell:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is Free Jazz/Black Power (American Made Music Series) this book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the



world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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