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This book conclusively demonstrates that direct democracy—institutions like the ballot initiative and the
referendum—endangers the rights of minorities and perpetuates a tyranny of the majority. While advocates
of direct democracy advocate that these institutions protect citizens from corrupt lawmakers beholden to
special interests, Daniel Lewis’s thorough investigation shows how such mass participation exposes minority
groups to negative policy outcomes favored by only a slim majority of voters. Some would argue that greater
democratic responsiveness is a positive outcome, but without the checks and balances of a representative,
separated powers system that encourages deliberation and minority representation, minority rights are at
increased risk under direct democracy institutions.

While research has been presented that supports both sides of the debate, the existing literature has yet to
produce consistent and compelling evidence in favor of one side or the other. This book undertakes a
comprehensive examination of the "tyranny of the majority" critique of direct democracy by examining a
host of contemporary American state policies that affect the rights of a variety of minority groups. By
assessing the impact of direct democracy on both ballot measures and traditional legislation, the book
provides a more complete picture of how citizen legislative institutions can affect minority rights, covering a
myriad of contemporary (and sometimes controversial) minority rights issues, including same-sex marriage,
affirmative action, official English, hate crimes laws, racial profiling, and anti-discrimination laws.

The book is unique in its approach and scope, making it compelling for scholars interested in direct
democracy, state politics, minority politics and electoral institutions, as well as American politics generally.
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

This Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the
American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the
Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation)
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the
Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) can bring any
time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the
Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation)
having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Joseph Curtis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Direct Democracy
and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States
(Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment
of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and
Representation)is the one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Melissa Ray:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Direct Democracy and Minority
Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in
Electoral Democracy and Representation) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical
Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy
and Representation) become your starter.



Christy Fowler:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical
Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy
and Representation) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the
American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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